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        STATED MEETING OF SESSION 
New Hope Presbyterian Church (EPC) 

Tuesday, Jan 26, 2021  
(Combined In-person and Zoom meeting) 

 

                           Minutes 

 

A. Special Dinner for Elders (opportunity for fellowship, expression of gratitude for retiring Officers 
and a welcoming in our new Officers- 6:00pm) 
 

B. Closed Executive Session Meeting (began right after the dinner)  
Open only to Elders from class of 2021, 2022 and 2023  
 

C. Regular Stated Session Meeting  
a. Opening Prayer: Katty Orr 
b. MSC (Bill E/Randy H/Unanimous) to have Art Hunkins serve as Clerk of Session 

 for the evening. 
c. Clerk of Session Report: 

MSC (Jeannie M/Randy H/Unanimous) to accept the following reports (a and b) as 
presented (see attachments) 

a. Correspondence:  
Resignation letter from Randy Hincks (due to moving out of the area) 

b. Reports: 
I. Approve the Minutes for the Dec 15th Session Meeting 

Accept for one grammatical correction. 
II. RptMS01/Rpt09G- Membership Statistical Report (see attachments) 

 
c. A Call for Commissioners to the Sat, Feb 20, 2021 Presbytery meeting. 

 MSC (Kathy O/Ken S/Unanimous) to approve the following Elders as 
 commissioners to the 92nd Presbytery meeting.   
They are (1) Jeannie M (2) Duane Higgins (3) Gayle Bundschu (4) Art Hunkins 

 Teaching/Ruling Elders:  Pastor Mike Jones P 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

David Carpenter P Bill Ashton Z Steve Boutelle P Gayle Bundschu P 

Bill Enslen P Randy Hincks P Sheldon Church Z Jerry Elliot P 

Art Hunkins P Jeannie Martin P Sean Ellis EA Jim Glatz Z 

Pat Mehaffie  
(dinner only) 

P   Jerry Franz Z Duane Higgins P 

Signe Pagel EA   Ken Seim P Carolyn Melton P 

    Bill Enslen P David Milligan P 

      Katty Orr P 

  Art H, Clerk of Session P Chuck Knox (Treas) P Quorum Yes 

Ed Harger (Staff) P David Carpenter (Guest) P P=Present, EA= Excused Absence, A= Absence, 
Z=Zoom 
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d. Finance Committee (Sheldon C./Chuck K). See attached reports. 
I. A Year-end status financial update was presented by Chuck K. 

He noted as to how the Lord works through the faithfulness of His people. 
At year-end NHP has an additional surplus of c. $79,000. 

II. Randy also noted that at the moment the outstanding mortgage is about $162,000 
and everyone felt that Lord willing, the mortgage will be paid off by the end of this 
year. 

III. Sheldon presented an overall analysis that over the year (2020) there has been a 
significant dropped in the number of givers for various reasons but the short-fall 
was made up by the extra giving of the faithfulness of His people at NHP. 

 
e. Property Committee (Ed H): 

a. Ed noted that the same protocols are in-place to combat covid-19. He also noted 
they are using a disinfectant that will last 24 hrs and kill the virus on hard surfaces. 

b. MSC (Steve B/David M/unanimous) to give to the Dir of Facilities discretion in the 
setting up of coffee and drinks on Campus, and that snacks can be brought into the 
Sunday School classes only if they are individual wrapped.   

 
f. Personnel Committee Status Report (Bill E): See attached report 

After an update from Bill E. and Steve B. on the Student Ministry. 
It was MSC (Gayle B/Ken S/unanimous) to reactivate the Search committee for a 
Director of Youth ministries. This committee will be chaired by Steve B who will put 
together a team of members and will begin to actively look for a director. 
At this point we stopped, and Jerry E prayed for this ministry and that the Lord would 
provide us with a director who would lead this vital ministry forward for His glory. 
 

g. Recommendation to appoint and approve the following vacancies (Pastor Mike): 
MSC(Bill E./Randy H/Unanimous) to install the following people as recommended 
by the Pastor Mike 

a. Finance Committee: Sheldon Church, Chair 
b. Personnel Committee: Bill Enslen, Chair 
c. Elder David Carpenter to fill the vacancy left by Randy H. 

He will be approved by the congregation at the next congregation meeting 
d. Clerk of Session: Art Hunkins (to stay on until a replacement is found) 
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h. Old Business:  
a. MSC (Pat M/Jerry F/Unanimous) to accept the motion made last month as 

to “How to handle recommendations/proposals brought before Session on 
motions requiring funding (The Dollar rule)”.  (See separate attachment) 
This new rule will be incorporated into the proposed By-Laws. 

b. Due to some additional changes to the proposed NHP Constitution and By-laws it 
will need to be updated and re-presented at next month’s Session meeting. 

c. Need a Procedure/Policy to manage the Ministerial Scholarship Fund  
This P&P will be available to Session for their review and approval by the Feb 
meeting (Art H.) 
 

i. New Business:  
a. MSC (Steve B/Bill E./Unanimous) to ratify our consensus of Jan 8 (via ELI) to start 

having 8:00am worship services beginning with Jan24th. 
 The final 2021 8am service will be determined at a later date. 
 

b. For Clarification purposes only- The newly revised Constitution and By-laws will 
address and replace the 30-day rule once it is voted on and passed by the 
Congregation. 

  
j. Other Council/Ministry Status Updates and/or Reports: 

a. Youth and Student Ministries report: Zack Unkenholz  
b. Children Ministries report: Debbie Norris  
c. Early Childhood Ministries report: Pam Poland 
d. Mission/Outreach Council Minutes: Jim Mayer  
e. Deacon’s Minutes:  
f. Family Ministries: Jackie Elliot 

 
k. Closing Prayer: Randy H. 
 

Respectfully submitted by: 
Pastor Mike, Moderator 
Art H., Clerk of Session 



RptMS01- Monthly Membership Statistics for:

971
New Members this Month 0
Membership (Unadjusted) 971

Membership Removals for the Month
Members Deceased this Month 2

Members Transfer Out this Month 0
Members- Session has Approved to Remove 0

Total Removals for this Month -2
969 **

32
New Affiliates this Month 0

Affiliates (Unadjusted) 32

Affiliate Removals for the Month
Affiliates Deceased this Month 0

Affiliates Transfer Out this Month 0
Affiliates- Session has Approved to Remove 0

* Total Removals for this Month 0
32 **

1,001 ***

Prepared by the Church Admin Office 22-Jan-21

*** Total Active Membership:

Active Affiliates as of the Beginning of Month

New Hope Presbyterian Church (EPC)

December 2020

Active Membership as of the Beginning of Month

** Total Active Affiliates as of the End of Month

** Total Active  Members as of the End of Month



RPT09G- Adjustments to Membership (ELI)

New Hope Presbyterian Church (EPC)

For Month of: December 2020

Membership Dates

Start End

AR20 11/7/1999 12/15/2020 Member Deceased - Deceased  12/15/2020SpouseBremer, Patty

AR20 7/23/1995 12/6/2020 Member Deceased - Deceased  12/6/2020Primary CoHoughten, Anne

2* Total Catg:

** End of Report **Preapared by the Church Admin Office
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To:  Pastor Mike Jones, Art Hunkins (Clerk of Session) 

 

RE:  Resignation from New Hope Presbyterian Session 

 

Date:  Effective January 31, 2021 

 

 

It has been my pleasure and honor to serve as an Elder on the New Hope Presbyterian session for the 

past two years.  Unfortunately with our upcoming move back up north to Michigan, I won’t be able to 

complete my three year term.  I leave you in good hands as Sheldon Church has agreed to take over as 

lead on the Finance Ministry Team and be the laison to session along with Chuck Knox – Treasurer.   

 

Please know that you all will be truly missed.  Gail & my prayers will continue to be for God’s 

guidance in all that you do at NHP.  Blessings to each of you and your families as you continue to serve 

Him who first loved us. 

 

Randy Hincks   

 

Elder    



December 15, 2020 

From: Art Hunkins, Clerk of Session 

To: Session 

RE: Recommendations/Proposals being brought before Session for a vote. 

 

It is being recommended that when a proposal and/or a recommendation involving any 

kind of funds, comes before Session for a vote, the following happens: 

1. The Total dollar amount on the impact to the budget must be provided by the Finance 

Committee and/or Dir of Finance and be part of the written motion. 

 

2. In addition, the Finance Committee and/or the Dir of Finance as part of that provided 

information include,  

a. whether or not the funds are available  

b. and from what account(s) these funds will be expensed 













































   

Minutes for Mission Council Meeting 
December 14, 2020 

 
Members Present: Bill Ashton, Art Hunkins, Bonnie Hunkins, Jim LaRue, Jim Mayer, Elly Schreiber, Ken Seim, and 

Jordan Varble  
 
Members Absent: Pam LaRiviere and Veronica Towe 
 

The opening devotional on Chapter 9 of “Across the Street and Around the World” and prayer was led by Jordan 
Varble. 

 
A motion was made by Jim LaRue, seconded by Elly Schreiber and unanimously passed to approve the November 
Minutes.  

  
Old Business: 
 

• Ken Seim reviewed the Mission Council Monthly Financial Report. 

• Jim LaRue reported that he took gifts to the children of the farm people in Immokolee and they were well 
received. 

• Ken Seim and Jim Mayer reported on latest meeting at We Care about building dorm and showers which is 
moving forward, but there is still a lot to be done before building can begin.   

  
New Business: 

 

• Twenty hams have been donated so far for We Care. 

• Liaison contacts were reported on by various council members. 

• Jim Mayer presented a request from Samaritan Health & Wellness, which is expanding, for a donation. 

• Ken Seim’s meeting with Colonial was canceled, but the next prayer meeting at the school is on the 12/17 at 
6:15 am for anyone interested in attending. 

• There was a discussion about how to more actively communicate with the congregation. 

• A motion was made by Jim LaRue, seconded by Art Hunkins and unanamiously passed to give Young Life $2,000 
to help with financial shortages, Operation Christmas Child $2,500 to build 100 boxes online and Samaritan 
Health & Wellness  $1,000 for their expansion program 

• A motion was made by Jim LaRue, seconded by Jordan Varble and unanimously passed to purchase  $800 in gift 
cards for Christmas. 

• The following people for get information on the following for the January meeting: 
o Bonnie will get cost for the Griffiths’ camps in the fall of 2021. 
o Elly will get more information on the needs of Virgil Tanner of CrossWorld. 
o Art will look at special needs of EPC World Outreach missionaries. 
o Jim Mayer will check with Elena Campbell on her needs. 

 
Next meeting will be held on Monday, January 11, 2021 at 7:00 pm.  The devotional and prayer leader will be Elly. 
 
The meeting was closed in prayer by Elly at 8:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Bonnie Hunkins 



Children’s Ministry Report 

January 2021 

 

Children’s Pastor’s Conference – January 12-14 – The International Network of Children’s Ministry 

hosted a virtual conference with the theme “Living Evidence.” The premise is that each of us is evidence 

of Christ’s work to a watching world, particularly to children and youth.  

Keynote speakers such as Beth Guckenberger, Jada Edwards, Eugene Cho, Danielle Strickland, and 

Christine Caine were relatable and instructive. Break outs were available such as “Teaching children a 

theology of suffering,” Leading from your strengths, Special needs ministry, Developing meaningful and 

influential conversations with your kids, and more. The entire package will be available on demand in 4-

6 weeks. 

Approximately 10 children’s’ leaders and staff attended in person or online for all or some of it. Pam 

Poland did a great job hosting the conference. This was a unique opportunity to equip New Hope’s team 

with very little cost. 

Here are notes from speaker, Jada Edwards: Living a life that is evidence of the light. Sometimes there is 

no power in us when people need our light. Do we choose our own darkness over His light? 

“Walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.” Galatians 5:16 

Every day you need to be yielding to the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is never silent. He is always talking. 

Focus on yielding. The fight is always within us, not against others but in us. Have your heart be aware of 

your tendencies.  

Those who attended were very grateful for the opportunity to enjoy it together.  

X-Treme Team – Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 pm 

World Changers on a Mission is this semester’s theme. There were 47 elementary kids in attendance on 

week 1, 37 on week 2.  

We learned that missions is the heart of God, watching quality videos from Right Now Media  featuring 

kids different parts of the world. The children love the videos and ask for more. Lessons included 

learning what it means to share the Gospel (what is the Gospel?), sharing the gospel through 

community, and worked on developing community in our classes. Pray for God to place a love of 

missions in our children’s hearts.  

Mom-Son Amazing Team Challenge – January 31, 2-4 pm – April Lennon is doing a fantastic job 

organizing this year’s event. 15 spots for Mom-Son Teams are left. Volunteers are still needed to run one 

of the 20 challenges. Contact Debbie to sign up.  

Outdoor Movie Night – February 26th – Co-sponsored with MOPS and children’s ministry, this family 

night will feature food trucks and fun from 5:30-6:30 as families arrive. Movie will begin at sunset 

around 6:30 pm. Movie selection is being finalized.  

Food policy during COVID – at present, we are not serving snacks in the building for the protection of 

our children and leaders. We would like to be able to serve snacks outside of the building between 

services on Sunday. Our two hour kids (from 9:30-12:15) are getting hungry without snacks. Please grant 

us permission. Thank you! 



January 23, 2021 
 

To: Session 
From: Jackie Elliott  
RE:  Family Ministry 
 
It has been exciting to continue meeting and reconnecting with families and parents of New 
Hope.  I have been meeting people for coffee & lunches as well as meeting others as we have 
relaunched groups that minister to members, regular attenders and visitors of New Hope.  
 
In addition, I have been working to brainstorm, establish and secure leaders for new interest 
based CONNECT GROUPS as well as new Small groups.  The goal is to offer easy entrance 
opportunities for people to connect and build relationships with one another at New Hope 
with the ultimate goal of them growing in their relationships with each other and with Christ.  
The staff has decided to soft launch these CONNECT groups as details are set and leaders or 
hosts are ready with a goal of a full church launch following Easter.  
 
 
This is the new logo that will be used for CONNECT groups:   
 
 
 
These are the Family Ministry & CONNECT groups that are up and running at this point 
including leaders/mentors and average attendance so far:  
 

• Parent Network Sunday School  -  Jackie Elliott, Brian & Ashley Kelley (20+) 

• Restoration Sunday School – Elly Schreiber (11) 

• MOMS@Night (1st Tuesday of the Month) –  Jackie Elliott, Shelly McGovern (13) 

• Momtourage – Wednesday night class – Jackie Elliott, Tiffany Myers, Ashley Kelley (16) 

• FIGHT CLUB -  Wed. Night Dads Group – Bruce Zylstra, Bill Enslen, Jerry Elliott (15+) 

• “Outlet” Lunch Bunch – Small Group for MOPS moms to discuss spiritual questions, family life – Lisa 
Bloomston (10) 

• CAR GUYS – Muscle Car Museum , Punta Gorda, Jan.17  - Jerry Elliott Sun. (3) 

• BLAST & CAST (guns & fishing) – Jan.23 – Mark Myers, Trey Myers (12-14) 
 
GROUPS COMING SOON: 

• Let’s Create – Watercolor Painting w/ Pam Poland - Mondays 6:30 – 7:30 Feb. 1- March 8. 

• Coffee & Community – Jeannie Martin, Jackie Elliott TBA 

• New Small Groups,  Chris & Gayle Bundschu,  Jim & Christine Glatz   TBA 
 
 
I am very thankful for the warm welcome, encouragement and support by New Hope members and staff!   



NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

The personnel committee met on Monday, January 11, 2021 at 3 pm. 

Attending were Bill Enslen, Craig Martin, and Lisa Bloomston 

• The resignation of Allen Frees from the personnel committee was accepted 

unanimously. 

• The addition of Lisa Bloomston to the personnel committee was accepted 

unanimously. 

• Craig Martin agreed to write the minutes for the meeting. 

• Bill gave a brief overview of what the personnel committee does and how we 

operate—our primary charge is to aid staff in being successful in their jobs. To 

aid staff with any obstacles they encounter with their jobs. 

• The committee established a monthly meeting which will be the 3rd Monday 

of each month at 3 pm.  

• We discussed timelines that need to be met during the year—with the 

primary one being starting the personnel budgeting process in September of 

each year. 

• One goal for 2021 is to aid supervisors/directors to be more proactive with 

staff evaluations. 

• During the meeting Zack Unkenholz requested the hiring of Olivia Myers to 

aid with Wednesday evening as a small group leader.  The hiring of Olivia is in 

the budget for 2021.  Zack is going to prepare a job description and will 

specify hours per week and pay/hour for Olivia. 

• Shawn Gearhart had sent an email to Pastor Mike Jones on December 17, 

2020 requesting direction on who in the church manages his contract.  We 

discussed with Brad Starner. Brad is managing Shawn’s hours with assistance 

from Michelle. 

• There was discussion in regard to NHP’s compliance with Florida’s minimum 

wage laws.  At the present time we are in compliance.  Brad indicated there 

may be an issue down the road in 2026 as the minimum wage will be $15 per 

hour.   

• We also discussed a conversation Steve Boutelle had with Bill in regard to 

Zack.  Zack felt as if he was being interrogated by the personnel committee in 



December when we talked to him.  We agreed that we need to stay close to 

Zack and support him. 

 

Meeting was adjourned ---next meeting will be Monday, February 15, 2021 at 3 

pm 

 

Craig Martin 
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